PROVO: Painting a Picture Yesterday 
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After a day of exploration, the 
settlers began to build Fort Utah 
April 3 — and this date eventually 
was adopted by city fathers as 
Provo’s birthday. 

For many years, March 12 was 
commemorated as the date the 
first colonizers arrived. But in 
1968 this writer, then editor of 
The Daily Herald, researched his- 
torical data and found April 1 as 
the most acceptable date. 

March 12 simply did not check 
out. Church records showed that 
at a March 13 council meeting in 
President Young's office in Salt 
Lake City, John S. Higbee was 
chosen bishop of the Fort Utah 
Branch to head the colony. And 
on March 17 the names of 33 men 
“who were going to settle in Utah 
Valley” were read: 

Before they could embark on 
the mission, the pioneers still had 
to outfit their wagons and assem- 
ble livestock, farm implements, 
seeds and provisions. 

A definite statement on the ar- 
rival date came in the journal of 


George Washington Bean of the 
original party, later to become a 
county commissioner and church 
official. Bean said the settlers 
reached the river on his 18th 
birthday, which happened to be 
April 1. 

Mayor Verl G. Dixon and Com- 
missioners Ray Murdock and Leo 
Allen responded to the Herald 
study by appointing a research 
team consisting of Dr. Gustive O. 
Larson, chairman, Dr. and Mrs. 
LeRoy Hafen and Theron H. 
Luke. The group verified the find- 
ings. Accordingly, on March 21, 
1969 the city commission adopted 
an ordinance designating April 3 
— when church records said con- 
struction of the fort began — as 
Provo's official birthday. 

What did Fort Utah look like? 
The accompanying sketch by an 
artist with Captain Howard Stans- 
bury’s government survey party 
undoubtedly is a reasonably-au- 
thentic portrayal of the fort at the 
time the drawing was made. 

In an early publication by Lip- 
pincott, Grambo and Co. of Phila- 
delphia the illustration was iden- 


tified as “Fort Utah, or Provaux 
City — Utah Valley.” 

Another interpretation is por- 
trayed in a painting by early 
Provo artist Samuel Jepperson 
from descriptions of pioneer set- 
tlers. The painting is displayed in 
the Museum at North Park. Ap- 
parently representing the finished 
fort, the Jepperson sketch shows 
the stockade as well as the log 
cabins. 


Both the Stansbury and Jepper- 
son versions picture the elevated 
bastion with a cannon mounted on 
top. The militia occasionally fired 
the cannon for practice. Indeed, 
Lt. William Dayton was killed 
and George W. Bean (mentioned 
above) was critically injured in a 
misfiring accident. But historians 
make no mention of the cannon’s 
being used in action against the 
Indians. 

The fort was south of the river, 
believed near the present Geneva 
Road. A monument erected by 
the Daughters of Pioneers in 1937 
marks the general location. 

In 1968, the Utah Lake Lions 


Provo Birthday Party Wednesday 


Provo’s Annual Provo City 
birthday dinner and program, 
sponsored by the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of the Utah Pioneers of 
Provo and the Senior Citizens, 
will be Wednesday, noon, at the 
Eldred Center, 230 West 500 
North. 

The program consists of a pres- 
entation by Jaynann M. Payne 
and a musical program featuring 


the Madsen Memorial Chorus. 
Payne is a Provoan active in 
civic and church pursuits. She 
was Mrs. Utah in 1967 and run- 
nerup to Mrs. America in 1968. 
She travels nationally for the 
Freemen Institute and is cur- 
rently the National Director of 
the Center for Family Studies in 
that organization. She has lec- 
tured at BYU Education Week for 


14 years. 

She is married to Dean W. 
Payne and is the mother of 12 
children, and is a graduate of 
BYU. 

Payne will discuss pioneer 
women. 

The program is under direction 
of Pearl Stevenson Bowen of the 
Eldred Center and Rulon Morgan 
of the SUP. 


Club in cooperation with Brighan 
Young University archaeologist: 
and Provo City sought to prov 
out the exact location, but wer 
unable to find remnants consid 
ered to be conclusive evidence. 

Because of cold and wetness a 
the original location, a new for 
was built in the spring of 1850 o1 
higher ground at the site of th 
present North (Sowiette) Park a 
Fifth North and Fifth West. 

By 1851 and 1852, settlers wer 
building on lots outside the forts 
There still were Indian troubles 
of course, and in 1854 during th 
“Walker War’’ (named for a hos 
tile Ute chief) Provo's pioneer 
proceeded to build a 12-foot muc 
and-rock wall around part of th 
city. The project was suspende 
when Indian attacks eased off an 
the scene became more peaceful. 
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Arthur Allen Jr. 


SALT LAKE CITY (UPI) — Arthur A. 
llen Jr., a prominent attorney who repre- 
ented city, county and state governments 
ər many years, died Sunday after a linger- 
ig illness. He was 68. 


PROVO FLORAL 
& GREENHOUSE 
Hanging Kang 


z Our Flowers Say 
on RO What You'd 
z i Like To Say! 


WIRE 
SERVICE 


201 W. Ist S., Provo 


373-7001 


Sophisticated, 
Simplified Operation 


Advanced human engineering 
and higher speed operation 
make the CD-X1 faster and 
easier to use. And all controls 
provide sophisticated yet easy- 
to-execute operation that brings 
a new level of control and 
enjoyment of CD players. 


Improved LSI Circuitry 


Yamaha's extensive experience 
in semiconductor technology has 
made the CD-X1’s circuitry more 
sophisticated and reliable than 


“ever. Two original Yamaha LSI's 


are used for precision signal 
processing, servo control, and 
digital filtering. The benefits are 
greatly simplified circuitry 
resulting in overall cost 
reduction, improved reliability, 
sophisticated features and the 
ability to produce a compact 
unit. 


626 NORTH STATE—OREM 
Next to Park's Sportsman 224-0006 


Advanced New Pickup 
Mechanism 


Incorporation of a new compact 
3-beam laser pickup unit 
contributes greatly to the CD- 
X1’s reproduction precision and 
small overall size. Further, a 
special ceramic bearing is used 
in the disc drive motor to ensure 
greater reliability and longer 
life. 


Outstanding 
Cost/Performance Ratio 


While we've made the CD-X1 
one of the most compact and 
sophisticated of the new CD 
players, we've also gone the 
competition one better—we've 
also made it the most 
competitively priced CD player 
of all! Yamaha audio 
performance at a surprisingly 
low price—there’s no reason 
now that everyone who has 
wanted to get into digital disc 
sound can't do so. Easily! 


Convenient 
MUSIC SEARCH 


Searching for particular 
selections or passages on a disc 
is also easy to do. In the play 
mode, pressing the `g” or” 
buttons will start fast advance 
or reverse playback, with the 
playback sound level reduced 
slightly so that the program 
material can be heard for easy 
cueing. Holding these buttons 
down for 3 seconds puts the 
player into the high-speed 
forward/reverse mode, again 
with sound muting. Pressing the 
same buttons in the pause mode 
permits positioning the pickup 
head forward or backward in 
one-minute increments. Push the 
“+” or “—" keys to quickly jump 
to the beginning of the next 
track or back to the top of the 
track in play. Repeated pushing 
of these buttons will advance the 
deck one track for each time 
pushed. 
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36 NORTH UNIVERSIT Y—PROV.O 
Located in downtown Provo 373-4440 


